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thought and felt, that is to say, neither German nor
Bohemian, but rather in as un-national and anti-national
a spirit as their most intimate friends and allies, the
Clericals and Ultramontanes.]

" This history of Bohemia shortly before and after
the battle of the White Mountain is well known, and so
are the statesmen and military commanders who lent
their aid to the Emperor and his Jesuits in the destruc-
tion of Bohemian independence, and in the sanguinary
4 Keformation' that followed, as well as the intrigues of
the Centralistic-Ultramontane Court party in Vienna,
and in the vengeance which they wreaked and the
rewards which they received. People remember the
wholesale executions of those who were the guardians
and administrators of Bohemian autonomy, the dragon-
nades under the guidance of the Jesuits which were
intended to drive the Czechs, aristocracy, bourgeoisie,
and peasantry within the pale of the One True
Church, and, finally, the enormous confiscations by which
the Imperial Treasury acquired 642 estates during the
year in which the battle occurred. The Emperor, it is
true, had occasional intervals of a milder temper, but
was again and again persuaded to take violent measures
by the bigoted hatred of his Jesuit confessor and of the
Papal Legate, and to at least an equal degree by the
covetousness of officials of high position, who were
actually promised a large share of the confiscated
property. Even Czechs, who had been guilty of no
offence, were robbed of their estates on all sorts of pre-
texts. Almost all the landed aristocracy lost half their
property, and many, including the wealthiest, their
entire estates through the Commissions that were ap-
pointed by the Emperor in 1622 to raise the amount that

been expended in consequence of the insurrection.